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Twenty Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time
DAY FOR LIFE
Today’s gospel deals with one of Jesus’ teachings on the nature of marriage.
Whenever bride and groom are present on their marriage day before the altar,
you always realise that these are two people who are full of idealism and joy.
The couple profess their love for each other, publicly, for better, for worse.
And that commitment is for life. I’ve always felt that the commitment of
marriage is enormously challenging - to be able to say that two people commit
themselves to each other for life, in life’s ups and downs and life’s joys and
sorrows. For so many people, it is a joy to see their marriage work out well - to
see that people can negotiate the challenges which life throws up and be able
to deepen that initial love which brought them together. The initial, wonderful,
falling in love is transformed into a love which can compromise and a love
which is open to sacrifice. And who among us cannot feel for those really
difficult situations where a marriage does not work and where people separate
for their own good or with the good of their children in view.
What is clear from today’s gospel reading is that living the gospel is very
challenging. Once entered into, Jesus says that marriage is lifelong. That
commitment abides. I often think that one of the greatest qualities which
nurtures any relationship is kindness. Kindness is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.
Kindness expands relationships. Kindness breathes life into who we are. Let us
pray for all married couples - that they will know the grace and strength of the
Lord as they commit their lives to each other.
Fr. George Hayes, Killarney

FIRST READING

Gen 2:18-24

A reading from the book of Genesis.
They become one body.
The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make
him a helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts
and all the birds of heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he would
call them; each one was to bear the name the man would give it. The man gave
names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the wild beasts. But no
helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the Lord God made the man
fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed
it in flesh. The Lord built the rib he had taken from the man into a woman, and
brought her to the man. The man exclaimed: ‘This at last is bone from my
bones, and flesh from my flesh! This is to be called woman, for this was taken
from man.’ This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself
to his wife, and they become one body.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 127

R.

May the Lord bless us all the days of our life.

1.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.

R.

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.

R.

2.

3.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life!
May you see your children’s children.
On Israel, peace!

SECOND READING

R.
Heb 2:9-11

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
The one who sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock.
We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and

is now crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by
God’s grace he had to experience death for all mankind. As it was his purpose
to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was appropriate that God, for
whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should make
perfect, through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation.
For the one who sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the same
stock; that is why he openly calls them brothers.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Cf Jn 17:17

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord,
consecrate us in the truth. Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Mk 10:2-16

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.
What God has united, man must not divide.
Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the law for a man to
divorce his wife?’ They were testing him. He answered them, ‘What did
Moses command you?’ ‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of
dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you
were so unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. But from the
beginning of creation God made them male and female. This is why a man
must leave father and mother, and the two become one body. They are no
longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, man must
not divide.’ Back in the house the disciples questioned him again about this,
and he said to them, ‘The man who divorces his wife and marries another is
guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman divorces her husband and
marries another she is guilty of adultery too.’
People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The
disciples turned them away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said
to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who
does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’
Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave them his
blessing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

SECOND COLLECTION
The 4 and final Diocesan Needs Collection for this year will be taken up
at all Masses this weekend.
th

STATION MASS
The Station for Knocknagallagh, Moneens & Danganmore West will be celebrated on
Friday 12th October at 8pm at the home of Donie & Anne Fenton.
The Station for Clancoolmore and Clancoolbeg will be celebrated on
Saturday 13th October at 10:30am at the home of Derry & Teresa O’Brien.
N.B. There is still time to book a Station for your area.

PARISH PREPARATION FOR FIRST CONFESSION AND
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
The first Mass in the preparation for the sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion
will take place next Saturday October 13th at 6:00pm in St Patrick’s Church.
The Afternoon School hours class for children who wish to prepare for First Confession,
First Holy Communion and Confirmation is presently being formed. If your child is
attending a non Parish School please contact one of the Parish Clergy.
WEST CORK CITIZENS INFORMATION SERVICE Will have its Mobile
Information Unit in Bandon on Friday the 12th and from Monday 15th until Thursday
18th October. It will be based in the Riverview SC carpark, and will be open from 10am to
4pm. each day. No appointment is necessary. The service is free and confidential.
The help-line number for West Cork Citizens Information Service is 0761 07 8390
THE FRIENDS OF THE DOWN SYNDROME CENTRE CORK Are holding their
Christmas Floral Demonstration hosted by DJ Murphy at the Silversprings Clayton, Cork
on the 8th November at 8pm. Tickets €10, there will be a raffle for some of the
arrangements made on the Door tickets. Tickets may be obtained by calling 021 491 5616.
ST. BROGAN’S COLLEGE, BANDON OPEN EVENING For all sixth class Primary
students and parents Thursday 11th October from 6.30pm to 8.30pm. Principal’s
Address at 8.00p.m.
GAGGIN DRAMA SOCIETY Will hold an ‘Open Evening’ for new members on
Wednesday 17th October 7:30-8:30pm in Gaggin Hall. If you are interested in acting, set
design, lighting, advertising or being part of the back stage team please come along.
BANDON VINTAGE CLUB VINTAGE RUN On Sunday 7th October in aid of Autism
(B.A.P.S.) starting at Kevin O’Leary’s from 11am. All vintage cars, bikes etc. welcome.
ROSARY ON THE COAST For Life & Faith in Ireland will take place on Garrettstown
Beach, (Ballinspittle side) this Sunday 7th October at 2:30pm. All invited to come & pray.

LECTIO DIVINA
Meetings Monday 8-9pm at Presentation Convent.
‘Jesus said to them “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs”.’
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